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KANNAGI, a gem of a housewife, a ‘paragon of chastity’, 
has been immortalized in the pages of S/LAPPAD/- 
KAARAM, the famous Tamil epic of llango, the Chera 
prince-turned-ascetic. It is the story of a clash between 
three anklets: the anklet of the home, the anklet of the 
stage, and the anklet of the palace. 


An ill-fated housewife, KANNAGI loses her husband, 
KOVALAN, to the art of a dancer, MADHAVI, and finds him 
again only to lose him to the blind law of aking. Her story is 
__ set in the three ancient cities of South India—POOMPUHAR 
the Chola capital where she grew up; MADURAI the Pandya 
capital where she fell; and VANJI the Chera capital which 
placed her on a pedestal. 


The epic is a rich record of a great civilisation, vivid with 
descriptions of edifices shrines, docks, market-places, 
squares, of laws and rituals, of Natya Shastra" (Science of 
Dance), musicology and musical instruments of the day. 
Known for its high dramatic content, S/LAPPAD/IKAARAM 
is a shining jewel in Tamil literature. 

The memory of Ilango and his immortal classic has recently 
been perpetuated by the Tamil Nadu Government by erect- 
ing, at Kaveripattinam, a magnificent seven-story art gallery, 
Silappadikaaram Kalaikoodam, in ancient Dravidian 
architectural style. The structure narrates the story in stone 
carvings. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA means good readin: 
| Over 300 titles are now on sale. 
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LET US GO TO 
MY GRAND- 
PARENTS FIRST. 


NOW GO 
AND SEEK 
THE BLESS- 
INGS OF 
THE ELDERS 


| WISH YOU. 
JOY AND 
ROSPERITY. 


F SHALL | SUGGEST| 
A NAME FOR YOUR 
FIRST CHILD ? 


DON’T FORGET 
TO SPARE SOME 
TIME FOR YOUR 
FRIENDS, TOO. 


| WOULDN’T 
BLAME HIM 
IF HE DID, 


NAGI, SHALL WE Pa 
AKE A WALK BY & 
E RIVER? 


0, AS YOu 
ISH. THAT IS. 
IHAT MATTERS, 


SEER TSS 
AI 


Bwovre LATee- Cy wow we can Buy 
THAT HOUSE BY 
, \" THE RIVER! 


NOU HAVE BROUGHT ME 
HICK.SO YOU SHALL Py 
BETHE MiSTRESS AY 
DF THE NEW HOLISE. 


ie 


Sy) 


= 


DOES THAT 
MEAN WE HAVE 
TO LEAVE YOUR 

PARENTS? 


AND | WILL MAKE 
THAT HOUSE A 
HEAVEN FOR YOu. 


| fac 
THEY WILL BE GOING 
AWAY ON A PILGRIMAGE. 
FOR A YEAR.WE WILL 
LOCK UP THIS HOUSE... 


MADHAVI WILL BE DANCING CERTAINLY NOT 
TODAY. THEY SAY SHE Us BEAUTIFUL 
Is SAUTE AS MY WIFE. 


WHAT AN 
EXCELLENT 
DANCER! 


77 OUR PERFORMANCE WAS 
MM EXCELLENT. PLEASE ACCEPT THI 
Feat) ‘NONEY AS A GIFT FROM THE STATE 


G2 MY EMERALD NECK") ay (| AM HONOURED, 
LACE Ag A PERSONAL fe uN y YOUR MAJESTY. 
| 

Cea 4 


1 


VW x 


y 
| CAN’T FORGET 
HER.| MUST. 
MEET HER ALONE, 
i BUT HOW WHERE 


BuY MADHAVI’S 
NECKLACE AND 
BECOME HER 


LEAVE IT 

TO ME TO 
CHOOSE A 
HANDSOME 


= 
1S THAT ALL 
ONE NEED DO 
TO GET HER? 
PLL BUY IT. 


YOU MUST PAY 1000 
MEASURES OF GOLD. 
COINS, YOUNG MAN. 


PLL PAY THAT 
AND MORE. 


1AM OVERWHELMED 

BY ALL THE LOVE 

AND WEALTH You £@ 
SHOWER ON 


CANNOT BEAR 
EN A DAY’S 


POOR KANNAGI, 
SHE IS ALWAYS 
IN TEARS. 


HE DOES NOT 
DESERVE SUCH 
A GOOD WIFE. 


THE CAD HAS TAKEN 
AWAY ALL HER JEWEL: 
AND MONEY. 


YOu MUST 
| €AT-SOME- 
THING . YOU 
| HAVE BEEN 
| STARVING. 


KOVALAN NEVER 


FOR WHOM 
SHOULD I Live? 


SEND HIM AWAY Y_ NO. DON’T a 


EVEN IF HE THAT, MY HUSBA 
DOES.YOU ARE 1S MY GOD} 
TOO GOOD { 


FOR HIM. 


WENT BY. MY DAUGHTER, ARENT 1 AM_IN NO 
(AVL, IMMERSED MOU READY © THE MOOD TO 
CROWD OUT THERE DANCE. 
1S SHOUTING FOR YOU. 


MOOD OR NO’ 
MOOD, YOU'LL 
HAVE TO. 


UTTERLY DISILLUSIONED KOVALAN 
WALKED AWAY FROM HER FOREVER. 


ONE DAY, WHEN MADHAV/ 
AS SINGING FOR KOVALAN— 


PAM HERE AND HER 
ISONG IS FOR A 
MISSING LOVER? 
SHE YEARNIN 
OR ANOTHER 


SHE 1S JUST ANOTHER. 
DANCER. | WAS FOOLISH 
TO'HAVE LOST MY HEART 
TO HER...TO HAVE SQUAN- 
DERED ALL.MY MONEY 


MEANWHILE, OUTSIDE H/S HOUSE, KANNAG 
a 
WAS TALKING TO A FRIEN! DON'T PANIC 


| DREAMT THAT TRUST IN GODD! 
BACK TO ME .BUT...HE. PARVATI. SHE 


TOOK ME AWAY TO A NEW/ wilt PROT 
LAND AND... AND THEN adpNict PROTECT YN 
WAS LOST. = = 


COMING THIS 
WAY. HE LOOKS 


KANNAGI RAN INDOORS AND I 
WAITED FOR HER HUSBAND. AS 
SOON AS HE CAME IN- 


KANNAGI, | WAS 
A FOOL TO HAVE 2 
LEFT YOu. f 


GODDESS PARVATI 
HAS BEEN KIND 


MY LORD, | STILL HAVE 

MY ANKLETS ~THE LAST 

OF MY JEWELS. WE CAN, 
SELL ONE OF THEM, 


NEED SOME 
BAPITAL TO START 
MY BUSINESS 
AGAIN. 


RVR] ir WILL FETCH A BET TER) 
PRICE IN THE MARKETS 
OF MADURAI.LET US > 
GO THERE. hoe 
AS YOU WISH, “ee 


MY LORD. YOU 
KNOW BEST. 


. 


EARLY, THE NEXT MORNING, THEY SET OUT FOR MADURA. TOWARDS EVENING? 


p= 


HOW MUCH | Hf 


| CAN'T WALK z MADE YOU SUFFE 
ANY MORE, MY LAM SORRY 


LORD.LET uS REST q TERRIBLY SOR' 
FOR A WHILE. 


FOR THAT DANCER! AS SOON A 


MARE AMENDS. SHE SHALL 


ME. 1 AM HAPPY. A NEVER KNOW PAIN AGAIN. 
= rz i 4 


IS THE AARATI® 
OVER ? fy 


HE SEEMS TO 
| UNDER A 
DIVINE TRANCE. 


ICONCLUDING RITE IN RITUAL WORS! 


1 SHE 1S POINTING TO YOU 
IDER. WHAT SHE 
GOING TO SAY. 


TOVALAN AND KANNAGI STEPPED: FORWARD TO MAKE 
OBEISANCE TO HER. SUDDENLY— 


> YOU"ARE 
DESTINED TO BE 

A GODDESS IN 
THE LAND OF 

THE PANDYAS. 


KOVALAN WAS HAPPY BUT KANNAGI’S HEART WAS FILLED You SHOULD 


WITH A VAGLIE DREAD .SHE REMEMBERED HER DREAM. BE .THE GODD! 
HERSELF Hi 


BLESSED 


AFRAID OF THE 
FUTURE 


BETTER 
DAYS LIE 
AHEAD OF US. 
COME, LET US 
HASTEN TO 
MADURAI. 


MAT A BIG CITY ! 
|) FEEL LOST HERE. 


‘YOU ARE SO TIMID. 
COME, LET ME FIND 
SOME GOOD PEOPLE 
IN_ WHOSE CARE 
| CAN LEAVE You. 


PLEASE DON’T LEAVE 
IE AND GO AWAY. 


TO THE MARI 


BUT | HAVE TO GO. 


T TO 


KOVALAN APPROACHED A. KIND~LOOKING COUPLE. 


SIR, MY NAME |S KOVALAN.1 AM A STRANGER, 
TO THIS CITY. | SEEK YOUR HELP 


| AN) MADALAN. YOU ARE 
WELCOME TO MAKE MY 


HUMBLE HOME YOURS, 
AND HOSPITALITY. 7p : y 


pe alll 


§ 


MY LORD. | AM. 
AFRAI 


OF WHAT, 
KANNAGI? THEY 
1 ARE GOOD PEOPLE 
YOULL BE SAFE / 
Sp. WITH THEM, 4 


YOu CAN TELL ME ALL)” THANK You, SiR 
ABOUT YOURSELF fil i\ MY WIFE IS TIRED. 
TOMORROW. <i 

GO NOW 

AND REST. 


WENT DAY- [| Have some Y PLL BE BACK 
Baars your. poe ans SOON, KANNAG! 
ORY. GO TO ‘ cee 
i PLL FINISH 


R KING. HE 
LL HELP You. Alt AND CO. 


1AM NERVOUS, 
MY LORD;AND 
FRIGHTENED. MAY 
GOD BE WITH 


TA 

{Z *S | ie 

B,CAN You TELL Ve [is i GO STRAIGHT FOR TWO 

IE WHERE | CAN sit wl i i MILES, THEN TURN TO 

ND A GOLDSMITHS. % THE RIGHT AND YOU 

= i WILL COME TO THE 
REET WHERE THE 

£ GOLDSMITHS LIVE 

j AND WORK. 


OVALAN BEGAN 
WALKING IN THE 


IRECTION TOWARDS 
HICH THE MANY 
1D, POINTED. 


WHEN HE REACHED THE STREEF OF THE GOLDSMITH: 


SIR, DO YOU KNOW ANYONE 
WHO WOULD LiKE TO BUY 


THAT MAN 

{ WOULD. HE IS 

THE QUEEN’S 
GOLDSMITH. J) 


I7’S EXACTLY LIKE THE QUEEN’S 
LIKE TO 5 | ANKLET ! THE ONE MY WIFE HAS 
SELL THIS > ] | YEARNING FOR. 


WHILE | 
VALUE IT. 


PLL GIVE THE 
QUEEN’S ANKLET 
TO MY WIFE...AND 
RETURN THIS ONE 
TO THE QUEEN, 

SAYING THAT THIS. Je 4 
STRANGER TRIED 
TO STEAL IT. 
ss 


INT LET THIS. 
JAN OUT OF 
IR SIGHT. 


WHY ARE YOU 
SO EXCITED, 
MASTER? 


eg 


oS 


fim 


Or 


| SUSPECT HIM OF 
STEALING THE QUEEN'S 
ANKLET. | AM GOING 
TO THE KING. 


wy 


TAF 


SJ STAR SHINES: 
TODAY. BUT 1°VE. 


SOLD MY SOUL TO 
THE DEVIL. 50, 
WHAT? 


| BROUGHT BACK THE ANKLET BECAUSE B GOOD WORK.LET THE 
IT WAS NOT SAFE IN MY HOUSE.A : THIEF BE TAKEN 
THIEF TRIED TO STEAL IT BUT > AWAY AND BEHEADED. 
Rorse 1 CAUGHT HIM, 5 
AND RE- 
TRIEVED IT. 


ALITTLE LATER= | COME, YOU RASCAL 
YOU HAVE AN E 
FOR THE BEST, 
DON’T YOu? 


i 

) 
(77S A PITY 
THAT THE 


FELLOW HAS 
TO DIE 
WELL... 


WHY DID HE ou 


HE HAS SUCH ISN’T HE. 
A NOBLE FACE MAD! 
| MUST GO 


az 
YOUR GUEST 
Bee's DEAD. 


fe WAS BEHEADED. THE : POOR KANNAGI! 

sING’S ORDERS. HE S74 & SHE HAS. 
OLE THE QUEEN’S: 3 FAINTED. 
IKLET. 


iF 1) AMA PURE WOMAN, § 
MY HUSBAND WILL SPEAK 
TO ME WHEN HE SEES ME, 


CY. DENY 


KANNAGI WAS) NY HUSBAND, 
REVIVED BY p+ A THIEF? 1S 
THE KING MAD? 


SPEAK TOI 


[AT THE MARKET PLACE,KANNAGI SAT 
; m7) g hwy. 4 MY LORD! 


j 5} HE HAS wroushT)| 
A MIRACLE. a 


LOOK THE 
SEVERED HEAD 
HAS JOINED 
THE BODY! 


KANNAGI, WHY DO YOU 
LOOK SO SAD 2 YOU'LL 
JOIN ME SOON. 

Ber 


YOUR. KING 1S A MURDERER. 
THIS ANKLET WILL PROVE 
> KOVALAN’S INNOCENCE. 
ca 4 
Oe 


j 


HER HUSBAND 
COULD NEVER 
Be A/THIEF. 


elt 
ARE THERE NO WISE MEN 
2 OR PURE WOMEN IN THIS 
REALM? WHY DIDN’T THEY 
z - SAVE MY HUSBAND? 4 =~ 
—SS\“V ee 
\ 


SBEY My LORD, A NOBLE 
WOMAN 15 AT THE 
Bia | GATES. SHE SAYS 
Sse, HER HUSBAND HAS, 


ot 


\, SEEN KILLED 
ee  UNUUSTLY. 


LET HER IN. LL SEE 
THAT JUSTICE IS \ 
DONE. WHO IS SHE? 


1 HAVE COME FROM THE CHOLA 
KINGDOM, FAMED FOR ITS 
UNERRING JUSTICE ,TO A 
KINGDOM WHERE @ 
SJUSTICE SEEMS JM, 
TO BE UN- / 1 


MY INNOCENT HUSBAND TRIED TO 

SELL AN ANKLET. SOMEONE 

HIM A THIEF AND YOU,O UN 

KING, BEHEADED HIM WITHOUT 4 
EVEN ATRIAL! y 

“se 4 


SO YOU ARE THE THIEF?S WIFE MY GOLE 
HE STOLE THIS, MY QUEEN’S ANKLET Hf 
GOLD ANKLET WHICH HAS DIAMONDS 
PEARLS SIDE . K Y, \, S f 


SHE TOOK THE ANKLET FROM THE KING AND BROKE 
(7. THE DIAMONDS LAY SCATTERED ON THE FLOOR. 


‘TMM 


me 


l 


AT HAVE | DONE ! | HAVE) 


LED AN INNOCENT. ) 
IN. CAN ATONE, (Seri uF 


RCOME BY HIS SENSE OF | 
ULT,THE KING FELL DEAD 


FOR A CHASTE 
WOMAN THERE 1S NO 
UFE AFTER THE 
DEATH OF HER HUSBAND. 


| WILL FOLLOW HIM, A 


— ops 


(i AM THE CHASTE WIFE OF AN) 
INNOCENT MAN,LET THIS / 
CURSED CITY BURN TO 
ASHES IN THE 
FLAMES OF My 


LET THE OLD, THE 

DISABLED AND THE 

. CHILDREN BE 
SPARED. 4 


as 


GODDESS OF MADURA! CAME DOWN, 


LISTEN TO ME, 
O KANNAGI. 

THE KING WAS 
NOT AT FAULT. 


ROUGHT ABOUT 
IS TRAGEDY. 


*KOVALAN WAS ONE OF THE PANDYA KING'S SOLDIERS. 


YOUR WIFE. SHALL KNOW 
\( THE PAIN THAT IS 
ea OURS. 


BLESS US, 
© GODDESS. 
RELEASE US 

FROM THE THROES 

OF THIS CURSE. 

0 


Yo 


§ 
= 
= 
& 
w 
SS 
: 
S 
Lt 
rp 
a 
g 
=i 
Q 
g 
= 
Py 
q 
ee: 
s 
& 
aw 
# 
<< 
s 
& 
Ry 


g 
= 
5 
§ 
= 
4 
5 
& 
iS 
is} 
Q 
Ey 
g 
z 
g 
u 
g 
g 
g 


